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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE CHRIST, 

BASED ON LUKE. 
By William R. Harper and George S. Goodspeed, 

Yale University. 
(Copyrighted, 1890.) 

STUDIES XIII. AND XIV.— THE GROWING FAME OF JESUS. 

LUKE 7:1-50. 

Remark. — It is desirable that in beginning each " study " the entire passage 
assigned be read over rapidly and the main divisions of the narrative noted. 



/. EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL. 

[It will be noted that the following order is observed invariably in this work: (1) the 
verse or section is read and its contents stated in a general way ; (2) impor- 
tant or difficult words and phrases are studied; (3) a complete statement of 
the contents of the verse or section is formed in view of the work already 
done ; (4) the religious teaching is sought.] 



§ 1. Chapter 7 : x-xo. 

1. Read and as a result of reading note the subject. A Centurion's Servant healed. 

2. The following important or difficult words and phrases require attention: (1) He 

sent (7 : 3), cf. Matt. 8 : 5 and explain the difference ; (2) elders, i. e. town officers, 
not connected with the synagogue; (3) he loveth (7:5), a proselyte? (4) sent 
friends (7:6), cf. Matt. 8:8 and explain; (5) not worthy, etc., is there any 
superstition in his mind ? (6) marvelled (7 : 9), light on the nature of Jesus ; (7) 
so great faith (7 19), seen in (a) the bold conception (v. 8), (b) making light -of 
difficulties (v. 7). 

3. Study the following condensation of the section : In Capernaum, elders ask him to 

heal the slave of a centurion who loves and is liberal to the Jews. As he goes, 
word is sent that the centurion, not feeling worthy to receive him, asks him to com- 
mand, just as he himself orders his soldiers, the servant's cure. Jesus exclaims at 
such faith and the cure is wrought. 

4. Is not a striking religious teaching here found in the union of great faith and great 

humility in the Roman centurion ? 
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§2. Chapter 7: 11-17. 

1. Read and as a result of reading note the subject. Is it not The Widow's Son 

raised ? 

2. Words and phrases calling for examination are : (1) soon afterwards (7:11), another 

vague note of time ; (2) Nain, (a) where ? (b) the story is peculiar to Luke ; (3) 
carried out (7: 12), the dead were buried outside the city; (4) touched (7 : 14), 
rendered himself unclean, cf. Numb. 19:16; (5) great prophet (7:16), like 
Elijah, 1 Ki. 17 : 17-23; (6) hath visited, cf. 1 : 68, a messianic time; (7) Judea 
(7:17), i. e. either (a) all Palestine or (b) passed from Galilee to Judea; (8) 
region, 1. e. the borders of the land. 

3. The contents of these verses may be given by the student. 

4. Consider how the compassionate sympathy of Jesus with human distress reveals 

itself not in- word only but in power. 

§ 3. Chapter 7 : 18-23. 

1. May not the subject be thus stated, John's message to Jesus? 

2. (1) disciples of John (7 : 18), (a) he still had disciples, (b) why did they not follow 

Jesus ? (2) he that cometh (7 : 19), i. e. the Christ, cf. Gen. 49: 10; Isa. 59:20; 
Mai. 3:1; (3) v. 20, what was the purpose of this message, (a) to reassure 
John who began to doubt, or (b) to induce his disciples to believe, or (c) 
because of his impatience at the method of Jesus ?* (4) tell John (7 : 22), what 
would John conclude from this in view of Isa. 29:18; 35:4-6; 60:1-3? (5) 
blessed (7 : 23), an implied rebuke? 

3. Is it not sufficient as a statement of the contents of this section to say : John, told of 

the works of Jesus, sends disciples to ask whether he really is the Christ. Jesus 
replies by calling attention to deeds of healing which he then performed as well as 
his preaching to the poor, adding that they who did not doubt about him were 
blessed. 

4. Let the student formulate the great religious truth of this section. 

§ 4. Chapter 7 : 24-35. 

1. The student may read this section and state its subject. 

2. Important words and phrases are: (1) began to say (7: 24), i. e. "proceeded to 

say"; (2) multitudes, light on the popularity of Jesus and of John; (%)in 
kings' courts (7 : 25), but was not John there ? (4) more than a prophet (7 : 26), 
how ? (5) none greater (7 : 28), (a) in personal character, or (b) in position and 
work? (6) Kingdom of God, i. e. which Jesus is establishing; was John not a 
member? cf. Lk. 16: 16; Mt. n : 12; (7) greater than he, (a) in character, or 
(b) in knowledge, or (c) in position and privilege ; (8) vs. 29, 30, (a) are these 
words of Jesus, or Luke's explanatory remark? (b) light on the character and 
extent of John's ministry ; (9) justified (7 : 29), i. e. in being baptized they 
recognized and proclaimed that God was right in demanding, through John, 
repentance and baptism; (10) rejected (7:30), "made of none effect" for 
themselves; (11) call ove to another (7: 32), (a) the pipers and mourners 
represent John and Jesus, the others the people, or (b) the pipers and mourners 
represent the people, the others John and Jesus, t 

* See.a statement of the various views in Van £>., p. 115 ; also in Put. Com. p. 172. 

t Godet, in his Comvt. on Luke (3d French ed.) has a peculiar and interesting view of this 
parable. See also Bruce, Parabolic Teaching 0/ Christ, pp. 413, sqq.; Trench. Studies in the 
Cospels, pp. 147, sqq. 
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3. The thought of these verses may be concisely stated thus : After they had gone, 

Jesus said, Did you go out to see John expecting to find a trembling reed, or a 
courtier, or even a prophet ? He is more than a prophet, the predicted herald of 
the Christ. Still, great as he is, the least of my followers is greater than he. The 
people accepted God's will in relation to John's baptism, but the Pharisees made it 
nought. This generation, like bands of children, who will not in turn respond 
each to the other's play of joy or grief , finds fault with both the asceticism of John, 
and the social joy of the Son of Man. But wisdom's followers justify her action. 

4. Observe that (1) while John's type of religion is stern, and (2) produces strong 

characters, (3) Jesus comes among men with gladness and grace, and (4) the 
least of his followers is greater than John ; still ( 5) it is possible to reject both 
John and Jesus. 



§ 5. Chapter 7 : 36-50. 

1. Does not this passage describe _/<?.«« and the woman at the Pharisee's house ? 

2. Let the student select and examine as thoroughly as possible the important or 

difficult words and phrases. 

3. Study the following condensed statement of this section : While Jesus is at dinner 

with a Pharisee, his feet are washed with tears by a harlot, wiped with her hair 
and anointed. The Pharisee doubts Jesus' insight in permitting this, but Jesus 
tells him of two debtors, and he himself confesses that if both are forgiven their debts, 
the heaviest debtor is most grateful. Jesus adds, " You were less than courteous to 
me, but this woman gives me more than ordinary service. Her sins, though many, 
are forgiven, for her great love." The guests question his right to forgive sins, 
but he adds, " Your faith has brought you health and peace" 

4. Consider the teaching here (1) that much sin can be forgiven, (2) that love for 

Jesus is in proportion to consciousness of sin and of forgiveness, (3) that a 
great sinner may become a great saint. 



//. CLASSIFICATION OF THE MATERIAL. 



7. Contents and Summary. 

l) The Contents. The following table of the sections of the material is to be 
read, studied and reviewed until it is thoroughly mastered. 

THE GROWING FAME OF JESUS. 

§ 1. A Centurion's Servant Healed. 

§ 2. The Widow's Son Raised. 

§ 3. John's Message to Jesus. 

§ 4. Jesus' Testimony to John. 

§ 5. Jesus and the Woman at the Pharisee's House. 
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2) The Summary. Gathering together all the statements of the contents of the sec- 
tions, study the following summary : In Capernaum, a centurion seeks of Jesus 
the cure of his dying servant, and asks that he simply command the cure. Jesus 
exclaims at such faith, and the cure is wrought. Later near Nain, a widow's son, 
borne to his burial, is restored to life by him amidst wide-spread wonder. John 
sends to Jesus asking as to his Messiahship, and is shown his works of mercy in 
reply. Jesus calls John more than a prophet, but exalts his own work, and cries 
out against the generation that rejects both John and Jesus. At meat in a Phari- 
see' 's house, when his feet are anointed by a harlot, he shows that she who is for- 
given the most, loves the most, and thus manifests her love. Declaring her sins 
forgiven, he bids her go in peace. 



2. Observations upon the Material. 

The following statements of facts or conclusions which are of importance in connec- 
tion with the passage are to be read carefully and considered. 

83) 7:2. A garrison was probably stationed in seem to arouse questions in John's mind 

Capernaum at this time. as to his mission. § 

84) 7 : 4. This foreign officer was favorable to 92) f : 19. That John asks this question is an 

the Jewish worship and may have been a evidence of the novelty and originality 

proselyte ; cf. Acts 10 : 1, 2.* of Jesus' work. 

85)7:6,13. " Lord " is not the usual title of 93)7:22. Jesus here uses his miracles as proof s 

Jesus in the Gospels. It is more frequent of his mission, yet even here it is the 

in Luke than in the other synoptics. character of them to which appeal is 

86) 7 : 10. This cure is wrought by Jesus at a made. 

distance and apparently without a word. 94) 7 : 24-27. Jesus uses a very oratorical form 

87) 7 : 9. Jesus wondered, as though he had of address to the people. 

not expected to find such faith.t 95) 7 : 29, 30. Jesus declares that John's work 

88) 7 : 1-10. Comparing this passage with Mt. produced (1) " a general movement 

8: 5-13, we conclude that the source from among the lower classes of people who 

which Luke drew this account was heard the prophet and reverenced him, 

different from Matthew's.^ (2) an open opposition on the part of the 

89)7:11. Jesus is in the season of great popu- rulers." (Lindsay.) 

larity, attended by a crowd. 96) 7 : 32. The game was a kind of charade. 

00)7:16. The people do not yet recognize 97)7:32. Jesus had observed, perhaps had par- 
Jesus as the Christ. ticipated in this children's game 

91) 7 : 18, 19. The actions and methods of Jesus 

* [He] was a military officer of high rank— captain of a centurio, the permanent garrison in 
Capernaum. Herod Antipas had confessedly organized his military forces on the Roman model, 
and kept Roman officers in his pay. ... It has been supposed, and perhaps not without reason, 
that the centurion although uncircumcised, was one of those proselytes of the gate who, without 
subjecting themselves to the law of Moses, worshipped the God of Israel. Weiss, II., pp. 44, 45. 

t In marvelling at it he intimates that we ought to admire. He admires for our good ; that we 
may imitate the centurion's faith ; such movements in Christ are not signs of perturbation of 
mind but are exemplary and hortatoiy to us. Put. Com., p. 170. At this His wondering we need 
not wonder. It is one proof the more for his true humanity. Van O., p. m. 

} A skillful comparison of the two accounts is found in Edersheim,/M*M the Messiah, I., pp. 
544-548. 

§ John had described the Christ to the people as the royal judge who would accomplish the 
theocratic judgment by which Israel was to be purified. And now that Christ, so solemnly 
announced, did only works of charity and healing such as those which had been just now 
described to him (7 : 18). Do the works of a Christ reduce themselves to these ? Codet, I., 474 (in 
substance). See also Farrar, Luke, pp. 148, 149. We cannot possibly assume that John doubted 
respecting the person of our Lord. . . It is rather a question of increasing impatience. Van O., 
p. 115. 
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98) 7 : 33, 34. Jesus declares that he mingled in 101) 7 : 44-46. The customs of social hospitality 

the ordinary life of men, while John was are detailed here. 

an ascetic. 102) 7 : 36-50. This narrative is peculiar to 

99) 7 '■ 36, 44- Evidently the Pharisees were not Luke's gospel. t 

at this time entirely alienated from him, 103) 7 : 44-47. Jesus here speaks in poetic 

though Simon was studiously cold in his parallelism (antithetic).f 

hospitality.* $04) 7 : 47. Jesus excuses himself for cultivat- 

100) 7 : 40. Jesus seems to have clear insight ing this woman, by showing that, when 

into the secret thoughts. forgiven, she loved him most warmly. § 



3. Topics for Study. 

Observe that here the "observations" are arranged topically for further study. 
" Observations " which are not dealt with here will be considered in connection with 
other similar material which will come up in later " Studies." 

1) New Wonders. [Obs. 84-89]. Consider thoughtfully the events of 7 : 2-10 and 

7 : 11-17. (1) Recall, with as much vividness as possible, the details of each.|| 
(2) Compare the narrative of 7 : 2-10 with the corresponding passage, Mt. 

8 : 5-13. (3) Observe a similar case in John 4 : 46-53 ; is this the same event ?1T 
(4) Determine the contribution of each event to the literary character and inde- 
pendence of Luke's narrative. (5) Note certain elements in each, e. g. in 
7:2-10, (a) healing at a distance, (b) the element of faith, (c) the wonder of 
Jesus ; — in 7 : 11-17, (a) Jesus' first raising from the dead, (b) absence of faith,** 



♦The readiness with which the Saviour could accept an invitation so grudgingly given. . . 
belongs undoubtedly to the self-denial of his ministering love. He wished especially not to 
repel the Pharisees any more than was absolutely necessary and knew moreover that many an 
ear that elsewhere would be closed to formal preaching might perhaps catch up the word of life 
when He clothed it as table-talk in the forms of daily life. Van O.y p. 124. 

+ See Farrar, Luke, p. 154; Lindsay, Luke, I., pp. 116, 117. 

% See Farrar, Luke, pp. 157, 158. 

§ What he had to say was in substance this: '. . . Hence, Simon, understand the interest I take 
in such people, the pleasure I find in their company. I like to be loved in that way, warmly, pas- 
sionately, enthusiastically; not coldly and languidly after the fashion exemplified by yourself in 
the present entertainment. I desire much love, and that is why I have relations with. . . the 
people who have greatly erred. I find that, when converted, they love me much/ Bruce, Gali- 
lean Gospel, pp. 93, 94. 

I A vivid picture of the burial scene is given in Ederskeim, I,, pp. 553-558. 

1 The elements of the stories are absolutely identical, Weiss, II., p. 48. If these two stories 
are concerned with the same event, the details of the Gospel narratives do not deserve the least 
credence. Godet, Luke, L, p. 466. 

** What then was the connecting link between the dead and Jesus ? Godet, I., p. 472 says, " The 
only receptive element that can here be imagined is the ardent desire of life with which the 
young man, only son of a widowed mother, had without doubt yielded up the last breath." 
Ederskeim, I., p. 557, says, " The connecting link between them was the deep sorrow of the wid- 
owed mother." Trench, Miracles^ p. 197, says, " It would be an error to suppose that com- 
passion for the mother was the determining motive for this mighty spiritual act. . . that was no 
doubt the spiritual awakening of the young man for a higher life." 
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(c) appeal to Jesus' compassion, (d) restoration by a word. (6) Estimate the 

light thrown by these events upon the character of Jesus.* (7) Decide as to 
the purpose of the miracles.! 



2) Jesus' Estimate of His Contemporaries. [Obs. 95,98.] (1) His estimate of 
John % (7 : 24-28, 33) : (a) as the greatest representative of the old covenant in 
knowledge and dignity, (b) as the herald of the Kingdom of God, yet outside of 
it as a new historical movement,§ (c) hence less than the little ones of the king- 
dom in knowledge and privilege. (2) His estimate of the people as a whole 
(7 : 3*~34) : ( a ) fickle, unresponsive and censorious,]} (b) yet having a few who 
accepted the truth that both John and Jesus brought. (3) His representation 
of Himself (7 134), see also Mt. 11 : 27 given in this connection. 



4. Religious Teaching. 

Is not one of the central teachings of this chapter the exhibition of varying thoughts 
about Jesus: (1) mere wonder or fear in view of his miracles (v. 16); (2) hon- 
est doubt of his Messiahship (v. 19) ; (3) marvellous confidence in his power 
(vs. 6-8) ; (4) utter want of feeling or interest (vs. 31-34) ; (5) adoring gratitude 
and love (vs. 36-50). 



* A strong afiotogetical value lies in the impression which the report of the miraculous power 
of the Saviour had made upon a heathen and in the expectation that a word at a distance would 
be sufficient to fulfill his wish. Van 0. % p. in. The second narrative "is one in which the 
Saviour's tenderness of heart and the power which the sorrows of humanity exercised over him 
are most clearly revealed." Godet, I., 467. 

t The raising of the dead belongs in the fullest sense to that class of " signs," which serve as 
symbols of the life-giving activity of our Lord. Van £>., p. 113. In this instance, as in so many 
others, the miracle was wrought not from a distinct purpose to offer credentials of his mission, 
but proceeded rather from his intense compassion with and his divine pity for human sufferings. 
Put. Covi.) p. 171. 

% The judgment pronounced is a judgment not so much on a man as on an era. It is a judg- 
ment on the law which was given by Moses ; and the comparison made between the last prophet of 
law and any little one in the kingdom signifies the immense inferiority of the legal economy to 
the era of Grace that came by Jesus Christ. Bruce in the Expositor^ 1, 5, p. 101. These words 
have a double importance, as they define not only Christ's view of the standpoint of John the 
Baptist, but also of the Old Dispensation in general, in regard to Christianity. Neander, p. 200. 

§ In some sense he belongs to the Kingdom of Messiah, — his work constituting its introductory 
stage ; and yet his position is inferior in dignity and privilege to the least in that kingdom. 
Broadus, Matthew^ p. 241. See Farrar, Luke y p. 151. 

I All the sects and societies of that time in Judea were under the influence of one and the same 
spirit— the spirit of a decadent age, approaching dissolution. Bruce, Parabolic Teaching, p. 417. 



